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Congratulations on your engagement!  Thank you for choosing me to be a part 
of your wedding day, one of the most fantastic days of your life. 

So much planning and work goes into your wedding day so let’s make 
planning your ceremony a relaxed and stress free experience. 

I will work with you to create a unique & personalised ceremony that reflects 
you both as individuals, and as a couple. 

Your Ceremony Package 
Here are all the elements that make up your ceremony package: 

• Face to face consultations to complete legal paperwork and discuss 
ceremony elements. 

• Unlimited phone and email contact. 

• Resources to help you personalise your ceremony, such as wedding 
readings & poems. 

• Preparation of wedding ceremony tailored to meet your requirements. 

• Ceremony rehearsal at an agreed time & location. 

• PA system with the capability to play ceremony music. 

• Performance of your wedding ceremony at the agreed time & location. 

• Lodgement of all legal documents. 

• Commemorative Marriage Certificate 
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Wedding Ceremony Structure 
Example 

(Points in Bold are legally required) 

Housekeeping by the Celebrant 
• Gathering guests and getting them seated. 
• Make sure the groom and groomsmen are ready to go. 

Wedding Party Arrival 
• Wedding party enter the ceremony location. 
• Great place for some music to be playing. 

Welcoming 
• Introduce myself. 
• Welcome the guests to your wedding. 

Presentation of the Bride(s)/Groom  
• Completely optional part of the ceremony and can be done in many ways or not at 

all. 
• Traditionally, the father of the bride(s) would walk the Bride(s) down the aisle, today 

many Brides/Grooms decide to make their own grand entrance or accompanied by 
both parents, a sibling or friend. 

Introduction – The Couples Story 
• This is the really personal part of your ceremony and can include things such as: 
• What marriage means to you both 
• How you met and fell in love 
• What you love about each other. 

Reading 
• Great way to involve a family member or friend in your ceremony. 
• Lots of options to choose from, traditional, funny, quirky, religious. 
• You can choose the reading or ask the person doing the reading to pick one. 
• This booklet has lots of different reading ideas. 

Celebrant Authority 
• This is a compulsory section of your ceremony where I read some prescribed 

wording 
• This will be done in a quick & discreet way 
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The Asking or The I Do’s 
• This section of the ceremony is not compulsory but is the part when you both say ‘I 

do’ or ‘I will’, most couples like to include this tradition in their ceremony. 
• I will pose a question to each of you such as “_____ will you take _____ to be your 

wife/husband, will you love, care and respect her for as long as you both shall live.” 
Your response would be ‘I will’. 

Vows 
• Compulsory legal wording to be included 
• This is a really special moment in your ceremony where you make personal promises 

to each other.   
• The options are endless!  Examples are included in this booklet to give you some 

inspiration. 
• You may choose write you own vows and they don’t have to be the same. 

Ring Ceremony 
• Once again this is not a compulsory element of your ceremony but most couples like 

the tradition of exchanging wedding rings. 
• When exchanging rings you could make a further promise to each other such as  

“_________, this ring I give you, my personal gift, my promise of love and trust, and 
pride you are my wife/husband. 

• The best man would normally bring the rings forward or you could ask another family 
member or friend to do the job. 

The Pronouncement & Kiss 
• You will then be pronounced husband & wife/husband & husband/ wife & wife/ 

partners for life (or anything you wish) and you may kiss! 

Signing of the Register 
• This is a compulsory section.  We will then take a moment to sign the 

marriage certificates, your two witnesses will come forward and we will 
take about 5 minutes to sign all legal documents.  

• Great place to play some music 

Congratulations & Presentation 
• Congratulations and I will present the marriage certificate and introduce you to your 

guests as anything you wish……! 

Hopefully this gives you an overview of how a civil marriage ceremony can be 
structured, there are many options and ways to make sure we include 
everything you want in your wedding ceremony.   Let’s work together and have 
some fun creating a unique ceremony that you will remember for years to 
come! 
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Legal Requirements of a Civil 
Marriage Ceremony 

According to the Marriage Act 1961 your wedding ceremony must include the 
following legal element to ensure it’s valid.   As your Celebrant, I will ensure all 
of these elements are included. 

The Celebrant Authority – read by the Celebrant 

 “I am duly authorised by law to solemnise marriages according to law. 
Before you are joined in marriage in my presence and in the presence of these 
witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and binding nature of the 
relationship into which you are now about to enter. 
Marriage according to the law in Australia, is the union of two people to 
exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.” 

Vows 

Your vows need to include the following wording: 

“I call upon the persons here present here to witness that I, A.B. (or C.D.), take 
thee C.D. (or A.B.) to be my lawful wedded wife (or husband or spouse).”   

Your vows can be as long as you like and they don’t have to be the same but 
each of you must say the above wording when you are making your vows to 
each other.   

Signing of the Marriage Register 

On your wedding day you and your two witnesses who are 18 years or above 
will sign three documents, the Marriage Certificate, Marriage Register and 
Couple Certificate.   I will prepare these ready for you to sign, this is usually 
done at a small table in view of your guests. 
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Inspiration for your Ceremony 

The next part of this booklet aims to give you inspiration for the different 
elements of your ceremony.  Feel free to pick the ones you like the best or mix 
and match.  Always remember you need to be completely happy and 
comfortable with all the words in your wedding ceremony. 

The I Do’s 

Although this is not a compulsory part your ceremony, many couples like to 
include the tradition of saying ‘I Do’ here are few examples that you may like.  

__________, will you take _________, to be your wife/husband/partner,  
Will you love and cherish her/him, and stand by her/him whatever may come. 
Will you give your relationship all it requires and deserves, so that you can live 
the rest of your lives together in love and happiness? 

“I will” 

_________, do you take ________, to be your wife/husband/partner?   
Will you love her/him, comfort her/him, honour and respect her/him? 
Will you share all life has to offer, your hopes and dreams, your achievements 
and disappointments with her/him from this day forward? 

“I will” 

_________, On this day, will you take _________, to be your lawful wedded 
wife/husband/partner, to live, to support her/him in every way, will you show 
love, forgiveness, compassion, and cherish her/him from this day forward, 
being loyal  as long as you both shall live? 

“I will” 

Do you come here freely and without reservation, to give yourselves to each 
other as husband and wife/ husband and husband/ wife and wife/ partners? 
Do you promise to strive for a loving and equal relationship by respecting and  
honouring each other and always giving generously of yourself? 
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And do you promise to live your lives with compassion, loving tenderly and 
acting justly? 

“We do” 

Do you, with family and friends as your witnesses, present yourselves willingly 
and of your own accord to be joined in marriage?   
Will you promise to care for each other in the joys and sorrows of life, come 
what may and to share the responsibility for growth and enrichment of your life 
together? 

“We do” 

__________, will you take ________ to be your lawful wife/husband/partner, 
will you love her/him, honour and keep her/him, in sickness and health, for 
richer for poorer, and forsaking all others keep only unto her/him, so long as 
you both shall live? 

“I will” 

_________, will you take ________ to be your lawful wedded wife/husband/
partner, will you love and respect her/him, be honest with her/him, and stand 
by her/him through whatever may come, so that you can genuinely share your 
life together? 

“I will” 

________, is it your wish to take _______ to be your wife/husband/partner and 
soul mate, to join together your heart unto hers/his, uniting your spirit and hers/
his into a common being. Will you give her/him your trust, respect and love for 
so long as you both shall walk upon this earth?  

“I will” 

_______, do you come here freely and without reservation to enter a 
relationship as companions living together as husband and wife/ husband and 
husband/ wife and wife/ partners, enjoying equality? 
Do you promise to love, respect, and look after each other for the rest of your 
lives? 

“I do” 
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Will you ________ promise to be a fabulous wife/husband/partner? 

“I will” 

Vows 

Your wedding vows really are the heart of your wedding ceremony, the special 
part where you make promises to each other in front of all your guests.  There 
is legal wording which is noted below but feel free to write your own vows, 
make them as traditional or quirky as you like.  Your vows don’t have to be the 
same and can be a surprise to each other on the day. 

Legal Wording 

‘I call upon the persons here present to witness that I, A.B. (or C.D.), take thee, 
C.D. (or A.B.), to be my lawful wedded wife (or husband/spouse)’ or words to 
that effect 

An example of less formal legal wording which may be used: 
‘I ask everyone here to witness that I, A.B., take you, C.D., to be my wedded 
wife/husband/spouse.’ 

Other versions of the legal wording can be discussed. 

Examples of vows 
Because of you, I laugh, I smile, and I dare to dream again.  
I look forward with great joy to spending the rest of my  
life with you, caring for you, nurturing you, being there for you in all life  
has for us, and I vow to be true and faithful for as long as we both shall live. 

I vow to help you love life, to always hold you with tenderness and to have the 
patience that love demands, to speak when words are needed and to share 
the silence when they are not and to live within warmth of your heart and 
always call it home. 

To have and to hold, from this day forward,  
for better, for worse, for richer for poorer,  
in sickness and in health,  
to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.   
This is my solemn vow. 
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I love you and choose to share my life with you. 
I will laugh with you in times of joy and comfort you in times of sorrow. 
I will be at your side through all of life’s challenges. I will love you forever. 
I vow to fiercely love you in all you forms, now and forever. 
I promise to never forget that this is a once in a lifetime love. 
I vow to love you, and no matter what challenges might carry us apart, we will 
always find a way back to each other. 

I want to be with you always just as you are. 
I choose you above all others, to share my life with me in marriage. 
I love you for yourself, and I want you to become all that you can be. 
I promise to honour this pledge as long as I live. 

I promise, from this time forward; 
to love you, to be a comfort and safe haven in your life, 
to hold you close, to listen deeply when you speak, 
to nourish you with my gentleness, to uphold you with my strength, 
to weigh the effects of the words I speak and the things I do, 
to never take you for granted, and to always give thanks 
for your presence in my life. 

I am so glad that I waited for my dreams to come true by finding you. 
I am so blessed that I get to be your partner and am comforted to know 
that I have chosen wisely. 
Whatever life has in store for us, I will honour and respect our marriage and be 
by your side, loving you through it all. 
I will always strive to be the wife/husband/partner of your dreams. 

I vow to help you love life, to always hold you with tenderness and to have the 
patience that love demands.  To speak when words are needed and to share 
the silence when they are not and live within the warmth of your heart and 
always call it home. 
I vow to fiercely love you, in all your forms now and forever. 
I promise to never forget that this is once in a lifetime love. 
I vow to love you and no matter what challenges might carry us apart, we will 
always find a way back to each other. 

______, I will love you forever. 
I choose you to be my lifelong partner, lover and best friend. 
I will always be faithful to you, and be at your side 
to laugh with you in times of joy and comfort you in times of sorrow. 
Wherever out path leads us, it takes us together. 
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I will encourage and support you, honour and love you. 
I will respect our differences and do my part to work through all our challenges. 
I’ll be your safe haven and your home. 
With purity of heart and love in my soul, I stand before our loved ones as your 
lifelong partner. 

I choose you to be my wife/husband/partner. 
From this day forward, I promise to love you, to honour you, to respect you, 
and to support you, as long as we both shall live. 

Today, a day of music and celebration, I pledge to share my life with you.  
Whether the days that come are happy or sad, I will live them with you. 

I love you. Today is a very special day.  
Long ago you were just a dream and a prayer.  
Thank you for being what you are to me.  
With our future as bright as the promises of God,  
I will care for you, honour and protect you.  
I lay down my life for you my friend and my love. 

Because of you, I laugh, I smile, and I dare to dream again.  
I look forward with great joy to spending the rest of my life with you, caring for 
you, nurturing you, being there for you in all life has for us, and I vow to be true 
and faithful for as long as we both shall live. 

Today, tomorrow and for all the rest of my days,  
I promise to stand beside you  
To dance with you in times of joy  
To lift you up in times of sadness 
To rejoice with you in times of health  
To comfort you in times of illness 
I promise to turn to you for solace, for encouragement, and for inspiration  
I promise to be faithful and true to you  
I promise to shower you with love and affection 
Every joyous and blessed day, for the rest of our lives. 

I promise to be there when you need me,  
to fill your days with sunshine, to comfort you and encourage you,  
to help you reach your goals, to be your best friend  
and to love you all my life with all my heart. 
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I love you. You are my best friend. 
Today I give myself to you in marriage.  
I promise to encourage and inspire you, to laugh with you,  
and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle.  
I promise to love you in good times and in bad,  
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,  
when our love is simple, and when it is an effort.  
I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in highest regard  
these things I give to you today, and all the days of our life. 

I take you to be my lifetime partner, secure in the knowledge that you will be  
my constant friend, and my one true love. 
______, I want to be with you always just as you are.  
I choose you above all others, to share my life with me in marriage.  
I love you for yourself, and I want you to become all that you can be.  
I promise to honour this pledge as long as I live. 

________, you are my best friend and my one true love.  
When I’m with you, I feel I can be the person I want to be, and I cannot 
imagine my life without you.  
You make me smile, you stick up for me, you take care of me and you are 
always interested in what I have to say and do.  
Today, I want to make a promise to you and to myself, in front of our friends 
and family, to love and honour, protect and respect you for the rest of my life.  
I vow to trust and value your opinions, and stand by your actions.  
I pledge to always treat you as my best friend, and equal.  
I will ask for help when I need it, and offer help when necessary.  
Let us be friends and lovers, and grow old together.  
And let us make all the years of our lives together be the best years of our 
lives.  For now and forever. 

You are my best friend, my confidant and one of my favourite pests.  
You make me laugh and cry, you are honest and wise.  
You are my strength and you are kind-hearted.  
You always love me no matter what.  
You have always managed to help me through bad times and I cannot imagine 
my life without you.  
Today, I want to make a promise to you and to myself, in front of our friends 
and family, to love, honour and protect you for all the days of my life. 
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______, I want to be with you always, just as you are.  
I choose you above all others to share my life with me in marriage.  
I will take you in my arms when you need to be held.  
I will listen when you need to talk.  
I will laugh with you in times of joy, and comfort you in times of sadness.  
I will love you for who you are, and help you to become all that you can be.  
I will grow old with you. (I will age gracefully with you.) 

_____, today I will marry you, my friend, the one I will live with, dream with, and 
love forever.  
I take you to be my husband/wife/partner.  
From this day forward I will cherish you.  
I will look with joy down the path of our tomorrows,  
knowing we will walk it together side by side, hand in hand, and heart to heart. 

I join my life with yours.  
Wherever you go, I will go; whatever you face, I will face.  
For good or ill, in happiness or sadness, come riches or poverty,  
I take you as my husband/wife, and will give myself to no other. 

I promise to love you in good times and in bad,  
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,  
when our love is simple, and when it is an effort.  
I promise to cherish you, and respect you.  
These things I give to you today, and all the days of our life. 

I acknowledge my love for you and invite you to share my life as I hope  
to share yours.  
I promise to walk by your side, to love, help and encourage you.  
I vow to take time to share with you, to listen and to care.  
I will share your laughter and your tears as your partner, lover and friend.  
I promise always to respect you and honour you as an individual  
and to be conscious of your needs.  
I shall seek through kindness and compassion to achieve with you the life we 
have planned together 

From this day forward I promise you these things. 
I will laugh with you in times of joy and comfort you in times of sorrow.  
I will share in your dreams, and support you as you strive to achieve your 
goals. 
I will listen to you with compassion and understanding, and speak to you with 
encouragement. 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I will help you when you need it, and step aside when you don't.  
I will remain faithful to you for better or worse, in times of sickness and health.  
You are my best friend and I will love and respect you always 
I used to be afraid of falling in love, of giving my heart away.  
How could I trust a (man/woman) to love me,  to give to me all that I wanted to 
give to (him/her)?  
_______, when I met you, I realized how much we could share together.  
You have renewed my life: Today I join that life with yours 

_______, our miracle lies in the path we have chosen together.  
I enter this marriage with you knowing that the true magic of love  
is not to avoid changes, but to navigate them successfully.  
Let us commit to the miracle of making each day work - together 

Whatever lies ahead, good or bad, we will face together.  
Distance may test us for a time, and time may tire us.  
But if we look to each other first, we will always see a friend.  
_______, look to me for all the days to come; today I take my place as your 
(husband/wife/partner). 

______, If nothing else, I hope you know that I love you with every ounce of my 
being. 
I hope you realise your importance not only to me but to everyone who has 
been lucky enough to know you. 
I hope you know that when you are feeling down, I only ever strive for your 
happiness. 
I hope you remember that no matter what, I’m here for you. 
I hope you understand that I appreciate and adore you without restraint and 
that this will never change. 

______, I just want you, All your flaws, mistakes, smiles, giggles, jokes, 
sarcasm, habits. Everything, I just want you. 

_______, I love you.  I am who I am because of you. 
You are every reason, every hope and every dream I’ve ever had and no 
matter what happens to us in the future everyday we are together is the 
greatest day of my life. I will always be yours. 
(Nicholas Sparks – The Notebook) 
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Ring Ceremony 
Once again this is not a compulsory part of a wedding ceremony but many 
couples exchange wedding rings as a physical symbol of the vows they have 
made to each other, you may like to make another pledge to each other. 

_________, this ring I give you, my personal gift, my promise of love and trust, 
and pride you are my wife/husband/partner. 

_________, with this ring, I wed you and pledge to you my faithful love. 

I give you this ring, as a symbol of my commitment to you, accept it with my 
love. 

_________, take this ring and wear it as a pledge of my love and as a symbol 
of all we share. 

_______, I give you this ring, it is my personal promise of love and trust and 
pride that you are my wife/husband/partner. 

________, with this ring, I thee wed. Wear it as a pledge of my love, and as a 
symbol of all we share 

_______, take this ring and try not to lose it 

________, with this ring, I give you my heart, I promise from this day forward, 
you shall not walk alone, may my heart be your shelter, and my arms be your 
home 

As I place this ring on your finger, I give you all that I am and all that I ever hope 
to be. 

_______, with this ring I thee wed. 
This ring is my personal gift, my everlasting promise of love, trust and a symbol 
of pride that you are my wife/husband/partner. 
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I give you all I am and all I am to become.  
Take this ring, and with it my promise of faith, patience, and love, for the rest of 
my life. 

To marry the person you have set your heart upon is a joy unparalleled in 
human life. _______, take this ring as a sign of my faith and my commitment to 
our love, and share this joy with me today. 

I give you this ring as a sign that I choose you to be my lover, my partner and 
my best friend, to the end of my days.Wear it, think of me, and know that I love 
you. 

I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and the promises we have made 
this day and as a sign that I want to learn to grow with you in life and love. 

This ring I give to you as a token of my love and devotion. I pledge to you all 
that I am and all that I will ever be. With this ring, I gladly marry you and join my 
life and dreams to yours. 
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Readings & Poems 

Including Readings or Poems in your ceremony is a really nice way to involve 
special people in your day.  There are so many options to choose from and 
can come from a variety of sources such as quotes, poetry, religious readings, 
song lyrics, books – the list is endless!  Here are some options to inspire you.  

Today I Marry My Friend 

Today I marry my friend 
The one I have laughed with and cried with 
The one I have learned from and shared with 
The one I have chosen to support, encourage and give myself to, through all 
the days given us to share. 
Today I marry the one I love. 

These I Can Promise 
Mark Twain 

I cannot promise you a life of sunshine; 
I cannot promise riches, wealth or gold; 
I cannot promise you an easy pathway 
That leads away from change or growing old. 

But I can promise all my heart’s devotion 
A smile to chase away your tears of sorrow; 
A love that’s ever true and ever growing; 
A hand to hold in yours through each tomorrow 

O Promise   
Dorothy R. Colgan 

I promise to give you the best of myself and to ask of you no more than you 
can give. 
I promise to respect you as your own person and to realise that your interests, 
desires and needs are no less important than my own.  I promise to share with 
you my time and my attention and to bring joy, strength and imagination to our 
relationship. 
I promise to keep myself open to you, to let you see through the window of my 
world into my innermost fears and feelings, secrets and dreams.  I promise to 
grow along with you, to be willing to face changes in order to keep our 
relationship alive and exciting. 
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I promise to love you in good time and bad, with all I have to give and all I feel 
inside in the only way I know how, completely and forever. 

The most wonderful of all things in Life  
 Sir Hugh Walpole  

The most wonderful of all things in life is the discovery of another human being 
with whom one's relationship has a growing depth, beauty and joy as the 
years increase. This inner progressiveness of love between two human beings 
is a most marvellous thing; it cannot be found by looking for it or by 
passionately wishing for it. It is a sort of divine accident, and the most 
wonderful of all things in life. 

Love is Giving 
Anon 

Love is giving, not taking,  
mending, not breaking, 
trusting, believing, 
never deceiving, 
patiently bearing 
and faithfully sharing 
each joy, every sorrow, 
today and tomorrow. 

Love is kind, understanding, 
but never demanding. 
Love is constant, prevailing, 
it’s strength never failing. 
A promise once spoken 
for all time unbroken, 
Love’s time is forever. 

Corinthians 13:4-8 

Love is patient, love is kind; 
Love is not jealous or boastful;  
it is never arrogant nor rude. 
Loves does not insist on its own way;  
it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice at wrong, but delights in the truth. 
It is always ready to make allowances,  
to trust, to hope, 
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and to endure whatever comes. 
Love will never fail. 

I Love You 
Roy Croft 

I love you, 
Not only for what you are,  
But for what I am 
When I am with you. 

I love you, 
Not only for what 
You have made of yourself, 
But for what 
You are making of me. 

I love you 
For the part of me 
That you bring out; 
I love you 
For putting your hand 
Into my heaped-up heart 
And passing over  
All the foolish, weak things 
That you can’t help 
Dimly seeing there, 
And for drawing out  
Into the light 
All the beautiful belongings 
That no one else had looked  
Quite far enough to find. 

I love you because you 
Are helping me to make 
Of the lumber of my life 
Not a tavern 
But a temple; 
Out of the works 
Of my every day 
Not a reproach  
But a song. 

I love you 
Because you have done 
More than any creed 
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Could have done 
To make me good,  
And more than any fate  
Could have done 
To make me happy. 

You have done it 
Without a touch 
Without a word, 
Without a sign. 
You have done it 
By being yourself. 
Perhaps that is what 
Being a friend means, 
After all. 

The Art of Marriage 
Anon 

Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens.  A good marriage 
must be created.  In the Art of Marriage: the little things are the big ones.  It is 
never being too old to hold hands.  It is remembering to say ‘I love you’ at least 
once a day.  It is never going to sleep angry.  It is at no time taking the other for 
granted.  It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.  It is 
standing together standing together facing the world.   It is forming a circle of 
love that gathers in the whole family.  It is doing things for each other, not in the 
attitude of duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy.  It is speaking words of 
appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.  It is cultivating 
flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humour.  It is having the 
capacity to forgive and forget.  It is giving each other an atmosphere in which 
each can grow.  It is finding room for the things of the spirit.  It is a common 
search for the good and the beautiful.  It is establishing a relationship in which 
the independence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obligation 
reciprocal.  It is not marrying the right partner; it is being the right partner. 

The Art Of Marriage 
by Wilferd A. Peterson (short, popular version)

 

A good marriage must be created.  
In the art of marriage the little things are the big things... 
It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say "I love you" at least once each day. 
It is never going to sleep angry.  
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.  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It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 
It is speaking words of appreciation and   
demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.  
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.  
It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 
It is not only marrying the right partner...  
It is being the right partner. 

From This Day Forward  
Author Unknown 
 
From this day forward, 
You shall not walk alone.  
My heart will be your shelter,  
And my arms will be your home. 

Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love  
Edmund O'Neill 

Marriage is a commitment to life, the best that two people can find and bring 
out in each other. It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other 
relationship can equal. It is a physical and an emotional joining that is promised 
for a lifetime. 
Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life's most important 
relationships. A wife and a husband are each other's best friend, confidant, 
lover, teacher, listener, and critic. And there may come times when one partner 
is heartbroken or ailing, and the love of the other may resemble the tender 
caring of a parent for a child. 
Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller, 
memories are fresher, commitment is stronger, even anger is felt more 
strongly, and passes away more quickly. 
Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid. It 
encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of 
expressing a love that is deeper than life. 
When two people pledge their love and care for each other in marriage, they 
create a spirit unique unto themselves which binds them closer than any 
spoken or written words. Marriage is a promise, a potential made in the hearts 
of two people who love each other and takes a lifetime to fulfil. 
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Marriage Advice  
Jane Wells 
 
Let your love be stronger than your hate and anger.  
Learn the wisdom of compromise, 
for it is better to bend a little than to break.  
Believe the best rather than the worst. 
People have a way of living up or down to your opinion of them.  
Remember that true friendship is the basis for any lasting relationship.  
The person you choose to marry is deserving of the courtesies 
and kindnesses you bestow on your friends. 
Please hand this down to your children and your children's children.


Oh, The Places You’ll Go 
Dr. Seuss 

Congratulations! 
Today is your day.  
You’re off to Great Places! 
You’re off and away!  
You have brains in your head. 
You have feet in your shoes.  
You can steer yourself  
any direction you choose.  
You’re on your own. And you know what you know.  
And YOU are the couple who will decide where to go.  
You’ll look up and down streets. Look them over with care.  
About some you’ll say, “We don’t choose to go there.”  
With your heads full of brains and your shoes full of feet, 
you’re too smart to go down, any not-so-good street. 
And you may not find any  
you’ll want to go down. 
In that case, of course,  
you’ll head straight out of town.  
It’s opener there 
in the wide open air,  
Out there things can happen  
and frequently do 
to people as brainy 
and footsy as you. 
And when things start to happen, 
don’t worry. Don’t stew.  
Just go right along.  
You’ll start happening too. 
OH! THE PLACES YOU’LL GO!  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You’ll be on your way up!  
You’ll be seeing great sights! 
You’ll join the high fliers  
who soar to great heights!  
You won’t lag behind, because you’ll have all the speed.  
You’ll pass the whole gang, and you’ll soon take the lead.  
Wherever you fly you’ll be best of the best.  
Wherever you go, you will top all the rest.  
Except when you don’t. 
Because sometimes, you won’t.  
You’ll get mixed up of course,  
as you already know.  
You’ll get mixed up  
with so many strange birds as you go. 
So be sure when you step.  
Step with great care and great tact 
and remember that Life’s a Great Balancing Act.  
Just never forget to be dexterous and deft. 
And never mix up your right foot with your left. 
And will you succeed?  
Yes! You will indeed!  
(98 and ¾ percent guaranteed.)  
KIDS, YOU’LL MOVE MOUNTAINS! 
So, be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray  
or Mordecai Ali Van Allen O’Shea,  
you’re off to great places!  
Today is your day!  
Your mountain is waiting.  
So … get on your way! 

Why Marriage? 
Mari Nichols-Haining 
 
Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person,  
With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body...  
 
Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me,  
Who won't hold them against me, 
Who loves me when I'm unlikable,  
Who sees the small child in me, and 
Who looks for the divine potential of me...  
 
Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night  
With someone who thanks God for me,  
With someone I feel blessed to hold...  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Because marriage means opportunity  
To grow in love in friendship... 
 
Because marriage is a discipline 
To be added to a list of achievements... 
 
Because marriages do not fail, people fail 
When they enter into marriage 
Expecting another to make them whole... 
 
Because, knowing this, 
I promise myself to take full responsibility 
For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness 
I create me, I take half of the responsibility for my marriage  
Together we create our marriage...  
 
Because of this understanding 
The possibilities are limitless. 

Friendship 
Judy Bielicki 
 
It is often said that it is love that makes the world go round. However, without 
doubt, it is friendship which keeps our spinning existence on an even keel. 
True friendship provides so many of the essentials for a happy life-it is the 
foundation on which to build an enduring relationship, it is the mortar which 
bonds us together in harmony, and it is the calm, warm protection we 
sometimes need when the world outside seems cold and chaotic. True 
friendship holds a mirror to our foibles and failings, without destroying our 
sense of worthiness. True friendship nurtures our hopes, supports us in our 
disappointments, and encourages us to grow to our best potential. (Bride) and 
(Groom) came together as friends. Today, they pledge to each other not only 
their love, but also the strength, warmth and, most importantly, the fun of true 
friendship. 

I Am Love 
Author Unknown 
 
Some say I can fly on the wind, yet I haven’t any wings. Some have found me 
floating on the open sea, yet I cannot swim. Some have felt my warmth on 
cold nights, yet I have no flame. And though you cannot see me, I lay between 
two lovers at the hearth of fireplaces. I am the twinkle in your child’s eyes. I am 
hidden in the lines of your mother's face. I am your father's shield as he guards 
your home. And yet… Some say I am stronger than steel, yet I am as fragile as 
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a tear. Some have never searched for me, yet I am around them always. 
Some say I die with loss, yet I am endless. And though you cannot hear me, I 
dance on the laughter of children. I am woven into the whispers of passion. I 
am in the blessings of Grandmothers. I embrace the cries of newborn babies. 
And yet… Some say I am a flower, yet I am also the seed. Some have little 
faith in me, yet I will always believe in them. Some say I cannot cure the ill, yet I 
nourish the soul. And though you cannot touch me, I am the gentle hand of 
the kind. I am the fingertips that caress your cheek at night. I am the hug of a 
child. I am love.


Maybe 
Unknown 

Maybe…We are supposed to meet the wrong people before meeting the right 
one, so that when we finally meet the right person, we will know how to be 
grateful for that gift.  
Maybe...it is true that we don't know what we have got until we lose it, but it is 
also true that we don't know what we have been missing until it arrives. 
Maybe...the happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything; 
they just make the most of everything that comes along their way. 
Maybe...the best kind of love is the kind you where you can sit on a sofa 
together, never say a word, and then walk away feeling like it was the best 
conversation you've ever had. 
Maybe...you shouldn't go for looks; they can deceive. Don't go for wealth; 
even that fades away. Go for someone who makes you smile, because it 
takes only a smile to make a dark day seem bright.  
Maybe...you should hope for enough happiness to make you sweet, enough 
trials to make you strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, and enough 
hope to make you happy. 
Maybe love is not about finding the perfect person; it's about learning to see 
an imperfect person perfectly. When you do what you can, love will do what 
you can't . 

To Love 
Unknown 

To love is to enter a whole new world, a world of togetherness, a world of 
sharing all that is dearest and deepest within your hearts.   
To remember and keep alive forever all those unique qualities that drew you to 
one another in the beginning. 

To love is to constantly search for new ways to bring each other happiness to 
make the most of every moment you share together.   
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To be able to laugh at yourselves and be willing to say “I was wrong” – “I’m 
sorry”.   
To forgive and more importantly forget.   
To always believe and trust in one another. 

To love is to greet each day with anticipation.  Always eager to share new 
adventures and to gather new memories.   
To find beauty in all the simple things in life, to appreciate how wonderful it is to 
be alive, happy and as one. 

To love is to dream, to dare, always believing that all things are possible with 
love. 

Sooner Or Later  
Unknown 
 
Sooner or later we begin to understand that love is more than verses on 
valentines, and romance in the movies. We begin to know that love is here and 
now, real and true, the most important thing in our lives. For love is the creator 
of our favourite memories, and the foundation of our fondest dreams. Love is a 
promise that is always kept, a fortune that can never be spent, a seed that can 
flourish in even the most unlikely of places. And this radiance that never fades, 
this mysterious and magical joy, is the greatest treasure of all -- one known 
only by those who love. 

Every day 
Unknown 

Every day you live, learn something more of love. 
Take time with each other; restore each other’s souls with loving words.   
Receive love with as much understanding as you give it. 
Find that which is within yourselves so that you can share it with each other. 
Do not fear love and do not fear marriage – but keep open hearts and sincere 
minds. 
Be sincerely interested in each other’s happiness; be constant and consistent 
in your love and in your actions. 
From this will come security and strength. 
All that we love deeply becomes a part of us. 
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The Irish Wedding Blessing 

May the road rise to meet you 
May the wind always be at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
The rains fall soft upon the fields. 

May the light of friendship guide your paths together. 
May the laughter of children grace the halls of your home. 
May the joy of living for one another trip a smile from your lips, a twinkle from 
your eye. 

And when eternity beckons, at the end of a life heaped high with love, 
May the good Lord embrace you with the arms that have nurtured you the 
whole length of your joy-filled days. 

May the gracious God hold you both in the palm of His hands. 
And, today, may the Spirit of Love find a dwelling place in your hearts. 

Unknown Title 
Regina Hill 

When two people join together and bond their lives forever because they are 
certain they have something special that will make their commitment last… this 
is the first act of faith. 

Upon this act of faith these two people will build a life. 
And as long as their determination stays with them this life will always be their 
hope, their dreams, their truth, their being, their inspiration, and their source of 
strength. 

Through their life together, they will hurt and laugh. 
Together they will feel all of life’s ups and downs. 
They will learn and grow through trial and error. 
The lessons will show them the meaning of true love and the difference 
between a love that lasts and one that just gives up. 

These two people will face each failure together and discover the strength to 
go on. 
They will encourage each other’s dreams and forgive each other’s faults. 
Through a labour of love these two will become one, fighting against the odds 
and ultimately creating a commitment that will grow into an infinite love. 
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Captain Corelli’s Mandolin 

Love is temporary madness.  It erupts like an earthquake and then subsides.  
And when it subsides you have to make a decision.  You have to work out 
whether your roots have become so entwined together that it is inconceivable 
that you should every part. 

Because this is what love is.   Love is not breathlessness, it is not excitement, 
it is not the promulgation of promises of eternal passion.  That is just being in 
love which any of us can convince ourselves we are. 

Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away, and this is 
both an art and a fortunate accident.  Your mother and I had it, we had roots 
that grew towards each other underground, and when all the pretty blossom 
had fallen from our branches we found that we were one tree and not two. 

A Successful Marriage 
Unknown 

A successful marriage is one where each partner discovers that it is better to 
give love than to receive it.  To truly love another person is to wish that person 
to develop and flourish in his or her own terms.  In a long marriage there will be 
joy and laughter, but also sadness and sorrow, harmony and discord, as you 
strive to overcome adversity and fulfil your dreams. 

The key value of wedlock is that it allows for intimacy between a woman and a 
man, who can enjoy each other’s company, share ideals and expectations, 
confess failures and admit defeats to each other, and yet realise in union the 
qualities of the good life. 

As you build your home, embark upon careers, and raise a family, your 
marriage can become a work of art in which both of you together give it line 
and form, colour and tone.  You will be challenged every day in every way to 
make your marriage work.  If you do, it can become a thing of beauty, a joint 
aesthetic. 

Apache Marriage Blessing 

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be the shelter for each other.  
Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will the warmth for the other.  Now 
you are two persons, but there is only one life before.  Go now to your dwelling 
place to enter into the days of your life together.   And may your days we good 
and long upon earth. 
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Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of 
what brought you together.  Give the highest priority to the tenderness, 
gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves.  When frustration, 
difficulty and fear assail your relationship – as they threaten all relationships at 
one time or another – remember to focus on what is right between you, not 
only the part of the sun in your lives – remembering that even if you lose sight 
of it for a moment, the sun is still there.  And if each of you takes responsibility 
for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight. 

The Bridge Across Forever 
Unknown 

A soul mate is someone who has locks that fit our keys, and keys to fit our 
locks.   When we feel safe enough to open the locks, our truest selves step 
out and we can be completely and honestly who we are; we can be loved for 
who we are and not for who we’re pretending to be. 

Each unveils the best part of the other.   No matter what else goes wrong 
around us, with that one person we’re safe in our own paradise.  Our soul 
mate is someone who shares our deepest longings, our sense of direction.  
When we’re two balloons, and together our direction is up, chances are we’ve 
found the right person.  Our soul mate is the one who makes life come to life. 

Foundations of Marriage 
Unknown 

Love, trust and forgiveness are the foundations of marriage.  In marriage, many 
days will bring happiness, while other days may be sad.  But together, two 
hearts can overcome everything.  In marriage, all of the moments won’t be 
exciting or romantic, and sometimes worries and anxiety will be overwhelming.  
But together, two hearts that accept will find comfort together.  Recollections 
of past joys, pains and shared feelings will be the glue that holds everything 
together during even the worst and most insecure moments.  Reaching out to 
each other as a friend, and becoming the confidant and companion that other 
needs, is the true magic and beauty of any two people together. 

It’s inspiring in each other a dream or a feeling, and having faith in each other 
and not giving up… even when all the odds say to quit.  It’s allowing each 
other to vulnerable, to be himself or herself, even when the opinions or 
thoughts aren’t in total agreement or exactly what you’d like them to be.  It’s 
getting involved and showing interest in each other, really listening and being 
available, the way any best friend should be.   

Exactly three things need to be remembered in a marriage if it is to be a mutual 
bond of sharing, caring and loving throughout life:  love, trust and forgiveness. 
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I Wanna Grow Old with You 
Extract from the film ‘The Wedding Crashers’ 

I wanna make you smile whenever you’re sad 
Carry you around when your arthritis is bad 
All I wanna do is grow old with you 

I’ll get you medicine when your tummy aches 
Build you a fire if the furnace breaks 
Oh it could be so nice, growing old with you 

I’ll miss you 
Kiss you 
Give you my coat when you are cold 

Need you  
Feed you 
Even let ya hold the remote control 

So let me do the dishes in our kitchen sink 
Put you to bed if you’ve had to much to drink 
I could be the man who grows old with you 
I wanna grow old with you 

My Love 
Unknown 

When I met you, I had no idea how much my life was about to be changed…. 
but then, how could I have known? 

A love like ours happens once in a lifetime. 
You were a miracle to me, the one who was everything I had ever dreamed of, 
the one I thought existed only in my imagination. 

And when you came into my life I realised that what I has always thought was 
happiness, 
couldn’t compare to the joy love you brought me. 

You are part of everything I think and do and feel, and with you by my side, I 
believe that anything is possible. 

This day gives me a chance to thank you for the miracle of you…. 
You are, and always will be, the love of my life. 
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A Lovely Love Story  
Edward Monkton 

The fierce Dinosaur was trapped inside his cage of ice.  
Although it was cold he was happy in there. It was, after all, his cage.  
Then along came the Lovely Other Dinosaur. 
The Lovely Other Dinosaur melted the Dinosaur’s cage with kind words and 
loving thoughts. 
I like this Dinosaur thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur. 
Although he is fierce he is also tender and he is funny. 
He is also quite clever though I will not tell him this for now. 
I like this Lovely Other Dinosaur, thought the Dinosaur.  
She is beautiful and she is different and she smells so nice. 
She is also a free spirit which is a quality I much admire in a dinosaur. 
But he can be so distant and so peculiar at times, thought the Lovely Other 
Dinosaur. 
He is also overly fond of things. 
Are all Dinosaurs so overly fond of things? 
But her mind skips from here to there so quickly thought the Dinosaur.  
She is also uncommonly keen on shopping. 
Are all Lovely Other Dinosaurs so uncommonly keen on shopping? 
I will forgive his peculiarity and his concern for things, thought the Lovely Other 
Dinosaur.  
For they are part of what makes him a richly charactered individual. 
I will forgive her skipping mind and her fondness for shopping, thought the 
Dinosaur.  
For she fills our life with beautiful thoughts and wonderful surprises. Besides,  
I am not unkeen on shopping either. 
Now the Dinosaur and the Lovely Other Dinosaur are old. 
Look at them. 
Together they stand on the hill telling each other stories and feeling the warmth 
of the sun on their backs. 
And that, my friends, is how it is with love. 
Let us all be Dinosaurs and Lovely Other Dinosaurs together. 
For the sun is warm. 
And the world is a beautiful place  

On Your Wedding Day 
Anon 

Today is a day you will always remember 
The greatest in anyone’s life 
You’ll start off the day just two people in love 
And end it as Husband and Wife. 
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It’s a brand new beginning, the start of a journey 
With moments to cherish and treasure 
And although there’ll be times when you both disagree 
These will surely be outweighed by pleasure. 

You’ll have heard many words of advice in the past 
When the secrets of marriage were spoken 
But you know that the answers lie hidden inside 
Where the bond of true love lies unbroken. 

So live happy forever as lovers and friends 
It’s the dawn of a new life for you 
As you stand there together with love in your eyes 
From the moment you whisper ‘ I do’. 

And with luck, all you hopes, and your dreams can be real 
May success find it’s way to your hearts 
Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joy 
But today is the day it all starts. 

The Blessing of the Hands 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for 
you, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as you promise to love each 
other today, tomorrow, and forever.  
These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as together you build your 
future.  
These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through 
the years, and with the slightest touch, will comfort you like no other.  
These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief fills your mind.  
These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; 
tears of sorrow, and tears of joy.  
These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children.  
These are the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.  
These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it.  
And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still be 
reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a 
touch. 
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From the House at Pooh Corner 
A.A. Milne 

‘Pooh’ whispered Piglet. 

‘Yes, Piglet’ replies Pooh 

‘Nothing’, answered Piglet, ‘I just wanted to be sure of you.  If you live to be 
one hundred, I want to live to be one hundred minus one day, so I never have 
to live without you.  It’s much more friendly with two.’ 

‘Pooh….. promise me you won’t forget about me…ever.  Not even when I am 
one hundred.’ 

Pooh thought for a little. 

‘How old shall I be then?’ Pooh said 

‘Ninety nine.’ 

Pooh nodded.  ‘I promise’ he said 

An extract from ‘Winnie the Pooh’ 

“If ever there is tomorrow when we’re not together… there is something you 
must always remember.  You are braver than you believe, stronger than you 
seem, and smarter than you think.  But the most important thing is, even if 
we’re apart…. I’ll always be with you.” 

Extract from ‘On the Road’ 
Jack Kerouac 

The only people for me are the mad ones.  The ones who are mad to love, 
mad to talk, mad to be saved; the ones who never yawn or say a 
commonplace thing, but burn, burn, burn like fabulous yellow Roman candles 
exploding like spiders across the stars. 

Live, travel, adventure, bless and don’t be sorry 

Life must be rich and full of loving – it’s no good otherwise, no good at all, for 
anyone…. 

!  32



Love is Friendship Caught on Fire 
Laura Hendricks 

Love is friendship caught fire; it is quiet, mutual confidence, sharing and 
forgiving. 

It is loyalty through good and bed times. 

It settles for less than perfection, and makes allowances for human 
weaknesses. 

Love is content with the present, hopes for the future, and does not brood 
over the past. 

It is the day-in and day out chronicles of irritations, problems, compromises, 
small disappointments, big victories, and working towards common goals. 

If you have love in your life, it can make up for great many things you lack. 

If you do not have it, no matter what else there is, it is not enough. 

Extract for ‘Les Miserables’  
Victor Hugo


You can give without loving, but you can never love without giving. 
The great acts of love are done by those who are habitually performing small 
acts of kindness. 
We pardon to the extent that we love.  Love is knowing that even when you 
are alone, you will never be lonely again. 
And great happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved.   
Loved for ourselves.   
And even loved in spite of ourselves 

To Love is not to Possess 
James Kavanaugh 

To love is not to possess, 
To own or imprison, 
Nor to lose one’s self in another. 

Love is to join and separate, 
To walk alone and together, 
To find a laughing freedom 
That lonely isolation does not permit. 
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It is finally to be able to be who we really are 
No longer clinging in childish dependency 
Nor docilely living separate lives in silence. 
It is to be perfectly one’s self 
And perfectly joined in permanent commitment to another. 

Love only endures when it moves like waves, 
Receding and returning gently or passionately, 
Or moving lovingly like the tide 
In the moon’s own predictable harmony, 
Because finally, despite a child’s scars 
Or an adult’s deepest wounds, 
They are openly free to be 
Who they really are – and always secretly were, 
In the very core of their being 
Where true and lasting love can alone abide. 

Excerpt from ‘The Velveteen Rabbit’ 
Margery Williams 

“What is REAL?” asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by side 
near the nursery fender, before Nana came to tidy the room.  “Does it mean 
having things that buzz inside you and a stick –out handle?” 

“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse.  “It’s a thing that happens 
to you.  When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but 
Really loves you, then you become Real.” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful.   “When you are 
Real you don’t mind being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?” 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse.  “You become.  It takes a 
long time.  That’s why it doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, or 
have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept.  Generally, by the time 
you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and 
you get all loose in the joints and very shabby.  But these things don’t  matter 
at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who 
don’t understand.”  
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The Promise 
Eileen Rafter 
 

The sun danced on the snow with a sparkling smile; 
As two lovers sat quietly, alone for a while. 
Then he turned and said, with a casual air 
(though he blushed from his chin to the tips of his hair), 
“I think I might like to get married to you.” 
“Well then,” she said, “there’s a thought.  
But what if we can’t promise to be all that we ought? 
Can you promise me, say, that you won’t rage and shout,  
If I’m late yet again, when we plan to go out, 
For I know I can’t promise I’ll learn to ignore 
Dirty socks or damp towels strewn all over the floor. 
So if we can’t vow to be all that we should 
I’m not sure what to do though the idea’s quite good.”  
But he gently smiled and tilted his head 
Till his lips met her ear and softly he said  
“I promise to weave my dreams into your own, 
that wherever you breathe will be my heart’s home. 
I promise that, whether with rags or with gold I am blessed,  
Your smile is the jewel I will treasure the best. 
Do you think then, my love, we should marry – do you?”  
“Yes, she said smiling, “I do.” 

Excerpt from ‘The Feast of Love’ 
Charles Baxter 

Here’s a profundity, the best I can do: sometimes you just know… You just 
know when two people belong together. I had never really experienced that 
odd happenstance before, but this time, with her, I did. Before, I was always 
trying to make my relationships work by means of willpower and forced 
affability. This time I didn’t have to strive for anything. A quality of ease spread 
over us. Whatever I was, well, that was apparently what she wanted… To this 
day I don’t know exactly what she loves about me and that’s because I don’t 
have to know. She just does. It was the entire menu of myself. She ordered all 
of it. 

The Last Good Time  
Richard Bausch 

There was a lovely time, long ago, too private to tell anyone, or too ordinary. It 
had nothing to do with anything, really: it was almost embarrassingly humble. 
One December night, unable to sleep, he had glanced out the bedroom 
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window to discover that it had snowed. He woke his wife and made her come 
to the window, and the surprise of it delighted her as it had delighted him. 
They dressed and bundled the baby up and took a walk, and watched the 
dawn arrive, and when they returned to the house, he took the day off. They 
played with the baby, cooked dinner, and baked bread. They listened to the 
baby playing in his playpen, and they talked idly about anything that came into 
their minds, and that evening, late, they lay whispering to each other about 
what a beautiful day it had been. 
He thought about all this on his way down to the grocery store. The memory of 
it came through him like a breath, and then he was savouring it, basking in its 
warmth. And he thought that this is what love really meant: this very ordinary 
memory. That love was easy and plentiful as grass, and as still, as calm 
somehow. 

Excerpt from ‘A Farewell to Arms’ 
Ernest Hemingway 

At night, there was the feeling that we had come home, feeling no longer 
alone, waking in the night to find the other one there, and not gone away; all 
other things were unreal. We slept when we were tired and if we woke the 
other one woke too so one was not alone. Often a man wishes to be alone 
and a woman wishes to be alone too and if they love each other they are 
jealous of that in each other, but I can truly say we never felt that. We could 
feel alone when we were together, alone against the others. We were never 
lonely and never afraid when we were together. 

Quote from an Unknown Author 

‘I love you’ means that I accept you for the person that you are and that I do 
not wish to change you into someone else.  It means that I do not expect 
perfection form you – just as you do not expect it from me. 
It means that I will love you and stand by you even through the worst of times.  
It means loving you when you’re in a bad mood or too tired to do things I want 
to do. 
It means loving you when you’re down – not just when you’re fun to be with.   
‘I love you’ means that I know your deepest secrets and do not judge you for 
them – asking in return only that you do not judge me for mine.  It means that I 
care enough to fight for what we have and that I love enough not to let go.  It 
means thinking of you, dreaming of you, wanting and needing you constantly, 
and hoping that you feel the same way for me. 
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Quote from an Unknown Author 

You have known each other from your first glance to this moment of 
commitment. 

At some time you decided to marry. 

From that moment of yes, to this moment of yes, indeed you’ve been making 
promises and agreements in an informal way. 

All those conversations that were held riding in a car, or over a meal, or during 
long walks …. all those sentences that began with “When we are married” ….  
and continued with …. “I will” and “you will” and “we will”….. those late night 
talks that included “one day” and “somehow” and “maybe”.  And all those 
promises that are unspoken matters of the heart.   

Just two people working out what they want, what they believe,    what they 
hope for each other. 

The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way of saying to one 
another    “You know all those things we’ve promised and hoped and 
dreamed?” – “well I meant them all, every word.” 

Look at one another and remember this moment in time. 

Before this moment you have been many things to one another – best friend, 
companion, partner and teacher, for you have learned much from one another 
over this time.  You have learned that good company and friendship count for 
more than wealth, status or material possessions.   

And you will discover that marriage is an adventure into which you wander – an 
adventure that is best got through with love, respect, devotion and laughter. 

Now you shall say a few words that take you across the threshold of a new life 
together, and things will never quite be the same between you.  For after these 
vows, you shall say to the world….. “this is my husband,  this is my wife”. 

How Falling in Love is like Owning a Dog from What Learning 
Leaves 
Taylor Mali


First of all, it’s a big responsibility, 
especially in a city like New York.  
So think long and hard before deciding on love. 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On the other hand, love gives you a sense of security: 
when you’re walking down the street late at night 
and you have a leash on love  
ain’t no one going to mess with you. 
Because crooks and muggers think love is unpredictable. 
Who knows what love could do in its own defense? 
On cold winter nights, love is warm. 
It lies between you and lives and breathes  
and makes funny noises. 
Love wakes you up all hours of the night with its needs.  
It needs to be fed so it will grow and stay healthy. 
Love doesn’t like being left alone for long.  
But come home and love is always happy to see you. 
It may break a few things accidentally in its passion for life,  
but you can never be mad at love for long. 
Is love good all the time? No! No!  
Love can be bad. Bad, love, bad! Very bad love. 
Love makes messes. 
Love leaves you little surprises here and there. 
Love needs lots of cleaning up after.  
Sometimes you just want to get love fixed.  
Sometimes you want to roll up a piece of newspaper 
and swat love on the nose,  
not so much to cause pain, 
just to let love know Don’t you ever do that again! 
Sometimes love just wants to go out for a nice long walk.  
Because love loves exercise. It will run you around the block  
and leave you panting, breathless. Pull you in different directions  
at once, or wind itself around and around you  
until you’re all wound up and you cannot move. 
But love makes you meet people wherever you go.  
People who have nothing in common but love 
stop and talk to each other on the street. 
Throw things away and love will bring them back, 
again, and again, and again.  
But most of all, love needs love, lots of it.  
And in return, love loves you and never stops. 

The Life That I Have 
Leo Marks


The life that I have 
Is all that I have 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And the life that I have 
Is yours. 
The love that I have 
Of the life that I have 
Is yours and yours and yours. 
A sleep I shall have 
A rest I shall have 
Yet death will be but a pause. 
For the peace of my years 
In the long green grass 
Will be yours and yours and yours. 

Say Goodbye, Say Hello  
Lucilla Moretti 
 
Say goodbye to bachelor days,  
Say goodbye to freestyle ways, 
Say goodbye to single life, 
Say hello to your new wife!  
 
Put your laundry in the pile,  
Talk of feelings for a while,  
Please wipe off the kitchen sink,  
Watch your wallet start to shrink. 
 
But say hello to love that's true,  
To someone putting up with you.  
She'll love you forever more,  
that’s more than you could ask her for! 

I Am Offering This Poem from Immigrants in Our Own Land and 
Selected Early Poems  
Jimmy Santiago Baca


I am offering this poem to you, 
since I have nothing else to give.  
Keep it like a warm coat  
when winter comes to cover you, 
or like a pair of thick socks  
the cold cannot bite through, 
I love you, 
I have nothing else to give you, 
so it is a pot full of yellow corn  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to warm your belly in winter,  
it is a scarf for your head, to wear 
over your hair, to tie up around your face, 
I love you, 
Keep it, treasure this as you would 
if you were lost, needing direction, 
in the wilderness life becomes when mature; 
and in the corner of your drawer,  
tucked away like a cabin or hogan  
in dense trees, come knocking, 
and I will answer, give you directions, 
and let you warm yourself by this fire, 
rest by this fire, and make you feel safe, 
I love you, 
It’s all I have to give, 
and all anyone needs to live,  
and to go on living inside, 
when the world outside  
no longer cares if you live or die;  
remember, 
I love you. 

I’ll be There 
Louise Cuddon 

I’ll be there, my darling, 
Through thick and through thin 
When your mind is a mess 
When your head’s in a spin 
When your plane’s been delayed 
When you’ve missed the last train 
When life is just threatening 
To drive you insane 
When your thrilling whodunit 
Has lost its last page 
When somebody tells you 
You’re looking your age 
When your coffee’s to cool 
And your wine is to warm 
When the forecast said ‘Fine’ 
But you’re out in a storm 
When you ordered the korma 
But got the Madras 
When you wake in the night 
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And are sure you smell gas 
When your quick-break hotel 
Is more like a slum 
And your holiday photos  
Show only your thumb 
When you park for five minutes 
In a residents’ bay  
And return to discover  
You’ve been towed away 
When the jeans that you bought 
In hope or in haste 
Stick on your hips  
And won’t reach around your waist 
When the dentist looks into 
Your mouth and just sighs 
When your heroes turn out  
To be wimps in disguise 
When the food your like most  
Brings you out in red rashes 
When as soon as you boot up 
The bloody thing crashes 
When you’re in extra time 
And the other team scores 
When someone informs you 
There’s no Santa Claus 
When you gaze at the stars  
And step on a nail 
When you know you’ll succeed 
But, somehow, you fail 
When your horoscope tells you 
You’ll have a good day 
So you ask for a rise 
And your boss says, ‘No way.’ 

So my darling, my sweetheart, my dear…… 
When you spill your beer 
When you shed a tear 
When you burn the toast 
When you miss the post 
When you lose the plot 
When I’m all you’ve got 
When you break a rule  
When you act the fool 
When you’ve got the flu 
When you’re in a stew 
When you’re last in the queue 
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Don’t feel blue 
‘Cause I’m telling 
I’ll be there 
I’ll be there 
I’ll be there for you. 

Yes I’ll Marry You 
Pam Ayres 

Yes, I'll Marry You. 
Yes, I'll marry you, my dear,  
And here's the reason why;  
So I can push you out of bed 
When the baby starts to cry, 
And if we hear a knocking  
And it's creepy and it's late, 
I hand you the torch you see, 
And you investigate. 
 
Yes I'll marry you, my dear, 
You may not apprehend it,  
But when the tumble-drier goes 
It's you that has to mend it,  
You have to face the neighbour 
Should our labrador attack him, 
And if a drunkard fondles me  
It's you that has to whack him. 
 
Yes, I'll marry you,  
You're virile and you're lean,  
My house is like a pigsty  
You can help to keep it clean.  
That sexy little dinner  
Which you served by candlelight, 
As I do chipolatas, 
You can cook it every night! 
 
It's you who has to work the drill 
and put up curtain track,  
And when I've got PMT it's you who gets the flak,  
I do see great advantages, 
But none of them for you,  
And so before you see the light, 
I do, I do, I do! 
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